
Why was it so important for the colonial 
powers to claim the waterways?
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The waterways connected settlements, distributed 
goods and people throughout the area. Because of 

this, control over a significant waterway 
increased the colonial power’s economic and 

military strength .

Label or use different colors to show the British, French, 
Spanish, and disputed territorial claims on the map.  



What  European 
country lost the most 

territory?
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SPANISH 
France

Label or use different colors to show the British and Spanish territories.  

*Great Britain’s large war debt 
led to laws like the Sugar Act. 
These laws along with the 
Proclamation of 1763 and the 
increased presence of British 
soldiers led to resistance among 
the American colonies




